Estimating Soil Texture Using the Feel Method

Figure 1. Texture-by-feel, Steps I and 2.

1. Does it form a ball?
2. Does the ball break if bounced gently in hand?

100 0 Figure 2. Texture-by-feel, Step 3

3. How long a ribbon can be formed?
This selects the main category: loam, clay loam, or clay.
Clay is cohesive (sticky) and allows the soil to form a ribbon.
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Figure 3. Texture-by-feel, Step 4

4. Work it between your fingers, feel and listen?
a. If you hear grating and grinding, think "sandy"
Supersaturate and feel: What dominates, grit or smooth?
Grittiness dominates: Think "sandy".
b. Smoothness dominates: Think "silty".
c. Neither is dominant: Leave itoalone.
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